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Dear All 
 
PLANNING AND COMPULSORY PURCHASE ACT 2004: PROTOCOL FOR 
REQUESTING EXTENSION OF 'SAVED' POLICIES BEYOND THE THREE 
YEAR PERIOD  
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, provides for the saving of policies in 
adopted or approved local, structure and unitary development plans for a period of 3 years 
from the commencement date of the Act, which was 28 September 2004.  Policies in 
adopted or approved plans at commencement date are due to expire on 27 September 
2007 unless the Secretary of State extends such policies beyond that date1.  The attached 
protocol sets out the procedures for applying to the Secretary of State to request extension 
to policies in plans beyond the three year period.   
 
Your Government Office colleagues can discuss this issue with you and will help you to 
process your requests.   
 
I am copying this letter to the LGA, and the Planning Officers’ Society.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
John Stambollouian 

                                            
1
 Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004; Schedule 8(1(3)) 

To Chief Executive Officer 
 County Councils in England 
 District Councils in England 
 Unitary Authorities in England 
 London Borough Councils 
 Greater London Authority 
 Regional Planning Bodies 
 Council of the Isles if Scilly 
 The Town Clerk, The 
 City of London 
 National Park Officer, National 
 Park Authorities in England 
 The Chief Planning Officer,  
 The Broads Authority 
 Chief Planning Officers of local 
 planning authorities  

John Stambollouian  
Head of Planning Delivery and 
Performance  
Zone 4/H2 
Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E 5DU 
 
Direct line: 020 7944 8075 
Direct fax: 020 7944 5004 
 
Web site: www.DCLG.gov.uk 
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